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The Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act 
and Regulations (TDG regulations) apply to 
the handling, offering for transport and trans- 
porting of dangerous goods within Canada. 
International consignments of dangerous 
goods coming into or exiting Canada by ship 
will have to comply with certain requirements 
under the TDG regulations for the domestic, 
surface portion of the journey and with inter- 
national requirements for the remainder of 
their journey. 


The accompanying information piece on the 
responsibilities for exporters and importers 
provides a general outline of requirements 
under the TDG regulations whether the con- 
signment of dangerous goods is international 
or transborder. This leaflet outlines the inter- 
face between the domestic and international 
portion of a journey of a consignment of 
dangerous goods by ship. 


International Regulations 


As a member country of the United Nations 
Committee of Experts on the Transportation 
of Dangerous Goods, Canada recognizes 
and is signatory to agreements to inter- 
national requirements for transporting 
dangerous goods. For marine transport, the 
International Maritime Dangerous Goods 
Code (IMDG) provides the international 
requirements for the transporting of danger- 
Ous goods by ship. The IMDG code is pub- 
lished in five volumes which cover properties 
of dangerous goods, labelling and placarding 
requirements, documentation, packing 
requirements, stowage and segregation 
requirements and so forth. Exporters of 
dangerous goods must refer to the IMDG 
code to ensure they meet all international 
requirements for transporting their consign- 
ments internationally by ship. 


There are some differences between the 
IMDG code and the TDG regulations. Very 
briefly, some of these differences are out- 
lined below. 


Classification 


The TDG regulations identify a fourth division 
in Class 2 — Gases. Class 2.4 — Corrosive 
gas is described in the TDG regulations as a 
gas with a corrosive effect on the tissues of 
the respiratory system. There is no corres- 
ponding division within Class 2 in the IMDG 
code. All of the substances classified 
domestically as Class 2.4 would be classed 
as Class 2.3 — Poisonous gas under the 
IMDG code. 


Class 3.3 in the TDG regulations is described 
as a flammable liquid with a flash point of not 
less than 23°C but less than 37.8°C (closed 
cup). The IMDG code includes in this class 
flammable liquids with a flash point of not less 
than 23°C but less than 61°C; thus, regulat- 
ing more products than the TDG regulations. 
Only those products listed in List Il of 
Schedule II with special provision 63 indi- 
cated in column IV are domestically regulated 
up to a flash point of 61°C. 


There are also some differences in classifi- 
cation of 6.1 — Poisonous substances in 
Packing Group Ill. These substances may 
not be regulated domestically or may be 
regulated as Class 9. 


The international marine classifications are 
given in column V of List Il of Schedule II of 
the TDG regulations and the packing group 
is indicated in column VII. 


With respect to the shipping names listed in 
Schedule II of the TDG regulations, the 
names may differ from those listed as the 
shipping names in the IMDG code and in 
some cases both the shipping name and the 
product identification number may differ. In 
the TDG regulations, these differences are 
identified by special provisions 55 and 40 
respectively. 


Documentation 


Basically the information required on the 
shipping document by the IMDG code is 
similar to that which is required under the 
TDG regulations. There are, however, a 
number of certificates or documents which 
may be required under the IMDG code that 
are not required domestically. These include 
such certificates as the Safe Packing 
Certificate required for containerized 
dangerous goods, a Weathering Certificate, 
as two examples. 


Labelling and Placarding 


There are only minor differences between 
the safety marks required internationally 
under the IMDG code and domestically 
(TDG regulations). The differences may be in 
the colour of the symbol or in the words 
permitted, unless the classifications differ. 


Packing, Stowage and Segregation 


IMDG specified packing requirements and 
standards as well as segregation and stowage 
requirements are similar to domestic require- 
ments for marine. 


Domestic Requirements of an 


International Consignment 


Rail to/from Ship 


For international consignments of dangerous 
goods by ship that will be transported domes- 
tically by rail to or from the port, certain 
exemptions apply if the consignment meets 
the IMDG code requirements. 


Classes 3 to 6, 8 and 9 dangerous goods can 
be handled and offered for transport by rail 
(except in portable tanks) according to the 
IMDG code requirements for: 


@ classification; 

® documentation; 

@ labelling and placarding; and 
@ packing specifications, 


providing they meet the following require- 
ments of the Transportation of Dangerous 
Goods Regulations. 


O A copy of a completed emergency 
response form as set out in the Regulations 
for the Transportation of Dangerous 
Commodities by Rail must be attached to the 
shipping document or waste manifest if 
dangerous goods (other than Class 3.3 — 
Flammable liquids with a flash point not less 
than 23°C but less than 37.8°C and Class 9 
— Miscellaneous products and substances) 
are transported in carload, trailerload, truck- 
load or containerload quantities by rail 
(Section 4.21); 


0 The placards required to be displayed on 
the transport unit must have a plasticized or 
otherwise water repellant surface, be a 
square standing on point with each side at 
least 250 mm, be bordered in accordance 
with the TDG regulations (Section 5.25) and 
must meet the retro-reflectivity requirements 
of the TDG regulations (Section 5.27). The 
consignor must provide, or cause to be 
provided, to the rail carrier, placards that are 
in accordance with the TDG regulations; 


CO The emergency response assistance plan- 
ning requirements of the TDG regulations 
must be met with respect to the filing of a 
summary of a plan (Sections 7.15 to 7.19) 
and the indication of the appropriate infor- 
mation on the documentation (paragraph 
4.8(1)(h)); and 


0 Parts IX to XiIll still apply and include 
Part IX — Training and Reporting; Part X — 


Protective Direction; Part Xl — Permits; Part 
XIl — Appointment of Agents; and Part XIll — 
Inspectors. 


For international consignments of dangerous 
goods in Classes 1, 2 and 7 and for danger- 
ous goods in portable tanks, the domestic 
rail portion of the journey must be made in 
compliance with the TDG regulations and 
meet the IMDG code for the sea portion of 
their journey. 


Road to/from Ship 


For international consignments of dangerous 
goods by ship that will be transported 
domestically by road to or from the port, 
certain exemptions apply if the consignment 
meets the IMDG requirements. 


Classes 1, 3 to 6, 8, 9 and Class 2 if the 
compressed gases are in cylinders that 
comply with section 73.34 and subpart F of 
the Regulations for the Transportation of 
Dangerous Commodities by Rail can be 
handled and offered for transport by road 
according to the IMDG code requirements for: 


® classification; 

@ documentation; 

e labelling and placarding; and 
© packing specifications, 


providing they meet the following require- 
ments of the Transportation of Dangerous 
Goods Regulations. 


O The placards required to be displayed on 
the transport unit must have a plasticized or 
otherwise water repellant surface, be a 
square standing on point with each side at 
least 250 mm, be bordered in accordance 
with the TDG regulations (Section 5.25) and 
must meet the retro-reflectivity requirements 
of the TDG regulations (Section 5.27). The 
consignor must provide or cause to be pro- 
vided, to the road carrier, placards that are in 
accordance with the TDG regulations. 


CO The emergency response assistance 
planning requirements of the TDG regulations 
must be met with respect to the filing of a 
summary of a plan (Sections 7.15 to 7.19) 
and the indication of the appropriate infor- 
mation on the documentation (paragraph 4.8 


(1)(h)). 


C Parts IX to XIll still apply and include Part IX 
— Training and Reporting; Part X — 


PS 


Protective Direction; Part Xl — Permits; Part 
XIl — Appointment of Agents; and Part XIll — 
Inspectors. 


For international consignments of dangerous 
goods in Class 2 other than those permitted 
in cylinders as stated previously, and Class 7, 
the domestic road portion of the journey 
must be made in accordance with the TDG 
regulations and meet the IMDG code for the 
sea portion of their journey. 


For further information, contact: 


Transport Dangerous Goods 
Transport Canada 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A ON5 

Telephone: (613) 992-4624 


Senior Surveyor Dangerous Goods 
Containers and Cargoes 

Ship Operations 

Canadian Coast Guard 

Tower A, Place de Ville 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A ON7 

Telephone: (613) 992-0242 


Regional Superintendent Ship 
Safety — Technical 

Western Region 

Canadian Coast Guard 

224 West Esplanade 

North Vancouver, British Columbia 
V7M 3J7 

Telephone: (604) 984-3845 


Regional Surveyor Dangerous Goods 
Central Region 

Canadian Coast Guard 

One Yonge Street, 20th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario 

M5E 1E5 

Telephone: (416) 369-2276 


Mar. 86 


This leaflet provides general infor- 
mation only. For specific information, 
the Act and Regulations must be 
consulted. 


Regional Surveyor Dangerous Goods 
Laurentian Region 

Canadian Coast Guard 

104 Dalhousie Street 

P.O; Beoxe2055 

Quebec Terminal 

Quebec City, Quebec 

G1K 4B8 

Telephone: (418) 648-5332 


Regional Surveyor Dangerous Goods 
Maritimes Region 

Canadian Coast Guard 

Queen Square 

Alderney Drive, 11th Floor 

P.O. Box 1013 

Dartmouth, Nova Scotia 

B2Y 4K2 

Telephone: (902) 426-6708 


Regional Surveyor Dangerous Goods 
Newfoundland Region 

Canadian Coast Guard 

34 Harvey Road 

P.O. Box 1300 

St. John’s, Newfoundland 

A1C 6H8 

Telephone: (709) 772-5165 
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